CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 5th AUGUST 2010.

Present:
Cllr David Brown : Chair


     
Cllr Tim Harker


Cllr Simon Falla : Vice Chair



Cllr Eddie Quirk









Cllr Jonny Sykes










David Clark : Parish Clerk
In attendance : Mr Chris Stock (Chairman  KGPF Management Committee).
ITEM 1  :   APOLOGIES  : Cllr Micklethwait (family), Cllr Withers (family).
ITEM 2  :   RECEIPT OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2.1 : 
Cllr Falla declared an interest in Item 5.1 (as the applicant).
ITEM 3  :   APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
3.1
Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 24th June 2010 was proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Sykes, and agreed by all.

ITEM 4  :   MATTERS ARISING FROM 24th JUNE 2010 MINUTES
4.1
Item 5.2 : Longiew Boundary with Allotment Area   The Chair noted that a fence had now been erected to control access of the owners’ dogs but that it did not precisely follow the ‘determined’ boundary. The small dog-leg had however followed a convenient line pending the planned landscaping of the area and, as a temporary solution, was acceptable.  Action: the clerk to write and advise the owners accordingly.

4.2
Item 5.3 :  W.C. Flood Survey   The Chair noted that some essential work to clear drains and gulleys had taken place.  (Clerk’s note : see Item 6 below).

4.3
Item 6.1 :  Dog Waste Disposal etc   The Clerk advised that he had established who was the best person to advise on the subject and would try to arrange for his attendance at the September meeting of the Council.   Action : Clerk
ITEM 5 :   PLANNING APPLICATIONS
5.1
E/10/0865/S73 :  Variation to conditions : The Carthouse, 6 New Bldgs, Chute Cadley  E.detail advised on 12th July – hard copy available at the meeting.  Cllr Falla withdrew from the hall for this Item.      
Members agreed that they still retained misgivings over the possibility of ribbon development on this rural lane outside the curtilage of the village but a formal decision on whether the change in use from ‘holiday’ to ‘secondary’ use was admissible would lie with the professional planning officers. On this basis it was agreed by all that no objection should be made.
5.2
Outcomes since last meeting    The Clerk advised accordingly.

ITEM 6  :    HIGHWAYS SERVICES
6.1
The Clerk noted that he had met on-site with Paul Bollen, the Area Highways Engineer on 12th July. Matters covered were road safety markings, extended parking facilities, road sweeping, drainage, road repairs and verge protection measures.   Detail of potential outcomes had been provided by e.mail to all members on 16th July.   The Clerk would report further in due course.  In the meantime he sought Council agreement to the proposed verge protection measures.  

6.2
Verge protection measures.  To explore the likely extent of co-operation by W.C. the Clerk had selected three potential sites for extension of the original pilot scheme : top end of Cadley Green, the western end of the main section of Upper Chute Green and the corner at the bus stop end of the grassed triangle in front of the telephone box at Upper Chute.   He advised that there was a surprisingly positive response from Mr Bollen and it was therefore necessary that he seek Council support for the examples selected before allowing matters to proceed further.  All agree that the work should be put in hand.  
ITEM 7  :    TCAB  MATTERS  
 7.1
The Chair gave a summary of the TCAB meeting on 19th July : both he and Vice Chair felt that the forum was impressive and very responsive to the areas/bodies it served.  Particular attention was given to the news that Chute (as one of only two Parish Councils to respond) was to share a £5000 investment in modified environmentally friendly street lights.   Also to the confirmation of a grant to the KGPF Management Committee to buy a ride-on mower, subject to confirmation of the availability of matched-funding. (Clerk’s note : see also Item 9 below).
ITEM 8  :       FINANCE – APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS
8.1
On a proposal by Cllr Falla, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all, the following were agreed:-
£14.52 to CFPC -  Share of Insurance Premium refund.

£48.00 to Village Hall – Rental for 13 May + 3rd and 24th June Meetings 

ITEM 9  :    KGPF MC : AUTHORITY FOR CAPITAL SPEND (MATCHED FUNDING)   
9.1
Due to a misunderstanding, an application for a grant by TCAB had been made without formal approval by the Council(s). The application was for the maximum grant of 50% (£924) and was subject to the qualifying condition that the Playing Field should provide ‘matched funding’ of £925.  Due to the short time-scale the matter had been dealt with ex-committee with the following outcome.  The case in principle to obtain a tractor/mower to improve the maintenance of the Playing Fields was supported.   However a decision on whether the matched funding could be made available and the expenditure authorised would have to await the outcome of the current exercise to establish and authorise a budget for 2010/11.   Once the Council(s) were satisfied that funds were firmly allocated to non-optional costs (in-year operating costs plus minimum reserves to protect the Councils forward financial position)  the allocation of any remaining funds to optional commitments such as the tractor/mower would be given favourable consideration.
ITEM 10  :    COUNCIL OVERSIGHT OF KGPF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Adjournment arrangements : to enable open and effective liaison with the Chairman of the Management Committee on the range of subjects to be covered under this Item – the meeting  moved into adjournment  on a flexible basis.
10.1
Report of the KGPF Management Committee (KGPF MC) meeting on 27 July   (Provided with agenda).    The Chair, as appointed member of the Management Committee introduced the report  The general position and ‘way ahead’ outlined was accepted.   At the request of the Chair the position with regard to the preferred route forward was discussed and the following clarification specifically agreed. Chute PC has not changed its view that management via an independent charitable trust is the preferred route, but that in the intervening period until this is established, the Parish Councils still have statutory responsibility for the KGF finances and are required by government regulation to control these.
10.2
Control of KGPF Management Committee Accounts   The Chair noted that discussion of the detailed arrangements for running the Committee post the changes implemented this F/Y were still to be ironed out with the CFPC appointee – in particular the authentication of the voting (councillor) appointees with the bank, as required by the resolution on 3 June (Clerk’s note – see Item 5.3 of 3 June Minutes).  It was acknowledged that this was a time consuming business but must be done as soon as practicable. In the meantime it was recorded that the Cheque Book for the account in the name of ‘Chute Playing Field’ was physically held by CPC Chair - and was passed to the Clerk for safe-keeping.  It was also anticipated that a formal budget would be authorised at the meeting (Clerk’s note : see Item 10.7 below) and that all expenditure would now therefore be first approved by the voting (councillor) appointees and only within that budget. Control by the joint Councils was therefore agreed to be in place as intended.  Arrangements proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all.   
10.3
Formal changes required to the KGPF Management Committee Constitution  The current assumption was that the pace of advance towards the transfer of management of the Playing Field to an independent charitable trust was such that a full scale review of the Constitution (January 2010 Issue) was not necessary :  changes to management arrangements could be handled within the body of the Councils’ minutes.    However, this decision may have to be revisited to avoid confusion.
10.4
Receipt of audited accounts for 2009/10   The accounts entitled ‘ Chute Playing Field’, duly signed by the independent auditor were presented - no report from the KGPF Management Committee was provided.  Acceptance of these accounts would be scheduled for the next Council Meeting.  Action : Clerk
10.5
Receipt of KGPF Management Committee List of Assets   (Provided with agenda).     The Chair advised that, as regards joint council assets this was as per the earlier statement provided by the Management Committee (Clerk’s note : see record and insurance action at 13th May Minutes – Item 14.2) except that there was now some question over the ownership of the tractor - now believed to be on loan only.  The Clerk advised that this had been on the joint asset registers of the two Councils for at least 11 years and the value could not be struck off both their accounts without some formal evidence for the action - a statement from the person claiming ownership with some corroboration would be appropriate.  Chair of KGPF Management Committee undertook to take this forward.  The Chair also noted that inclusion of Chute Cricket Club etc assets in the Management Committee list was undesirable since it suggested responsibility which the Management Committee/Councils could not accept – these elements were therefore disregarded.
10.6
‘King George’s Field’ Mission and Objectives  (Provided with agenda).   The Clerk, as RFO, reminded Members that the aspirations outlined in the document would involve financial commitments which were as yet unquantifiable and acceptance of which by the Council(s) would involve a change in Precept setting policy : so could not be accepted at this time.  This was  acknowledged but it was agreed to be necessary to establish a clear forward framework for the proposed playing field Trust. The document as presented by Chairman of the Management Committee was then accepted on a motion by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all.
10.7
KGPF Management Committee 2010/11 Budget and 2011/12 Outline Forecast    (Provided with agenda).  
10.7.1    Budget for 2010/11.   The Clerk/RFO had converted the data provided into a form more familiar to Council members and distributed copies for consideration.  He advised that it employed the income and operating cost figures (+ a small capital spend item) produced by the Management Committee but then calculated and provided for the reserve levels specified by the Council(s) at their January 2010 meetings (in consultation with the CPC Internal Auditor) : in total these were deemed to be the minimum compatible with responsible Council control of its overall finances. Two particular points are recorded from the ensuing discussion. Firstly, the costs of property insurance to the Committee had been deleted since these are now met in full directly by the joint Councils and the linked grants had similarly been deleted.  Secondly, that the generous grant from the Fete Committee had not been made with any conditions to its specific use on Playing Field operation.  Acceptance of the budget in the form presented by the Clerk/RFO was proposed by Cllr Falla, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all.   This to be appended to the minutes as the authorised budget within which the Management Committee is to operate for the year ending 31 March 2011.
10.7.2    Budget for 2011/12.   Aside from emphasising the importance of providing a minimum opening balance at the level of the total reserves now set in the 2010/11 budget, it was agreed that the assumptions to be employed for next year were insufficiently clear to allow the Council to comment on or accept the outline provided by the Chair of the Management Committee.  However, the Chair of the Management Committee was advised that this must be clarified by November 2010 in order that the two Councils had sufficient time to consider and take the appropriate decisions before setting the Council Tax / Precept levels for the next Financial Year in December.
ITEM 11 :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
11.1
VisitWiltshire Proposed Publicity for Walk Route in Chute   The Clerk produced a letter on this subject seeking at short notice some ‘local interest’ input to their web-site item.  He expressed concern that more basic input regarding facilities was required and a stop should be placed on action pending liaison with the Parish Council.  It was agreed that Cllr Quirk, as member with special interest, would take initial action to liaise with VisitWiltshire.   Action Cllr Quirk
11.2
Appointment of new (voting) Councillor to KGPF Management Committee  Cllr Brown announced his resignation from the appointment.  The Clerk advised that appointment of a replacement was permissible immediately/without public announcement.  Cllr Quirk proposed Cllr Falla, seconded by Cllr Harker and – since Cllr Falla accepted - agreed by all.
11.3
Retirement of Cllr Brown (Chair) from Chute Parish Council     Cllr Brown (Chairman) then announced his retirement from the Parish Councillor with immediate effect.  His service from election at a formal competitive poll on 6 May 1999 and subsequent choice as Chairman on 3 November 2005, a position held since, and his valuable contribution to the affairs of the Council and thus the community it serves was recognised by his fellow Members and a farewell presentation made.  
11.3.1
Cllr Falla then signed the appropriate formal declaration of office, as Vice Chair, to enable him to provide continuity till election of a new Chairman – to be scheduled for the next meeting.  The Clerk advised that he would notify the elections officers at Wiltshire Council forthwith and, providing there is insufficient public support for a poll by the statutory deadline, Members will also be invited to co-opt a Councillor at the next meeting.
11.4
Closure: The Chair noted that the next regular meeting was scheduled for 16th September and, there being no further business, closed the meeting at 21.45
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